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BASE = Bielefeld Academic Search Engine

www.base-search.net

Harvesting, aggregation, normalisation, enrichment 
of (OAI-DC) metadata

Uniform index and search interface for >10,000 repositories and 
additional data sources with academic content

https://www.base-search.net/
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Top 10 data providers for books and book chapters in BASE 2022-09-06
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Distribution of OA and Non OA / Unknown books and book chapters in BASE 
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Guidelines for resource / document types

OpenAIRE Guidelines for institutional and thematic repository 
managers 4.0

COAR controlled vocabularies for repositories. Resource types

DINI: Gemeinsames Vokabular für Publikations- und 
Dokumenttypen Version 2.0

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1299202
https://vocabularies.coar-repositories.org/resource_types/
https://doi.org/10.18452/24147




Challenges

Different guidelines, different rules for cataloging

Many languages

Missing information about OA status or license

Metadata provided via machine readable interfaces sometimes
differ from what you can see on web interfaces



BASE approach

Analysing used vocabularies and terms in data sources

Mapping the most used terms (more than 1,000 incidents) to an 
own hierarchical meta vocabulary

Creating an own index field for normalised document types
(typenorm)



Current top 10 findings in dc:type



Examples for „book“ and „book chapter“ findings in dc:type



Example: filter for
books

http://oai.base-
search.net/oai?verb=ListRecor
ds&metadataPrefix=base_dc&
set=typenorm:11

http://oai.base-search.net/index.html#base-dc
http://oai.base-search.net/oai?verb=ListRecords&metadataPrefix=base_dc&set=typenorm:11


Example advanced search



Conclusions

BASE vocabulary (not only for books) and normalisation
workflows to be updated

Mapping the most used terms will probably work for about 80% 
of the records in BASE

Guidelines help!



(Foto “Used Books 02” von “linmtheu” @ Flickr)

… but somehow it
feels like this …



Outlook: PALOMERA

PALOMERA - Policy Alignment of Open access Monographs in the 
European Research Area

Activity: HORIZON-WIDERA-2022-ERA-01-42, 01/2023-12/2024 

16 partners (coordinators: OPERAS & OAPEN) 

Initial observation: books are only rarely mandated to be 
published OA by research funders and institutions



Outlook: PALOMERA

PALOMERA will investigate the reasons for this situation across 
geographies, languages, economies, and disciplines within the 
European Research Area (ERA)

PALOMERA will provide actionable recommendations and 
concrete resources to support and coordinate aligned funder 
and institutional policies for OA books, with the overall objective 
of speeding up the transition to open access for books to further 
promote open science





Outlook: PALOMERA

UNIBI: contribute to data collection & knowledge base creation 
with data from BASE and OpenAPC



Thank you!

@BASEsearch

https://twitter.com/BASEsearch
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