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Overview

� Motivations for our closed respository (the 

Publications Repository) and the big picture.

� Features and customisations added to DSpace.

� Work still to be done.
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The Dark Side

� A "dark" digital archive is a closed repository that 

strictly controls individual and/or organizational 

access to the information stored within it.

� It’s about research publication (and other 

output) management by researchers and their 

research administrators.

� It’s NOT about open access and discovery. 
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Why do we have a closed repository?

� Originated from RAE 2008.

� Not all was suitable for our existing OA repo 

(Edinburgh Research Archive) and there was not 

much full-text (a requirement of ERA).

� Initially developed a bespoke repository but 

decided to migrate to DSpace.

� Keeping an eye on the REF.
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The big picture

� Single point of deposit

� Items exported to OA 

repository

� Publications Lists to

personal webpages

� Data exported to REF
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The Publications Repository

� Insert picture of the PR
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Communities

� Communities are our

Colleges and Schools 

taken directly from 

the official university

hierarchy.
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Collections

� An eperson and 

collection for each

researcher

� Automatically

generated from our

HR records.
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Authorisation

� PR is behind CoSign (effectively LDAP) protection.

� Matches user to their own collection. 

� Each researcher only has submit rights to their 
own collection. 

� The community admin feature allows us to 
designate school admins as community admins.

� Specific group of Cataloguers that are 
responsible for the workflow stage.



9th July 2010DSpace User Group Meeting OR 201010

A Collection

� Pick one with full text and an item in ERA.

� Authorisation - Repo is Cosign (effectively LDAP) 
protected. Each researcher only has submit rights 
to their own collection. The community admin 
feature allows us to designate school admins as 
community admins.

� (**** At this point go through the various 
options on the collection page ****)
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Submission

� Item type based submission needed because one 

collection for each researcher crossing all types.
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Upload File of References

� Used open source reference manager JabRef.

� Items uploaded as unfinished submissions.
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`
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Ranking

� Items can be listed according to their ranking.

� Items to be hidden can be given a ranking of 0.
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Publications List Export

� Export options as academics

want publication lists

ordered in different ways.

� Ordered by ranking or date

with or without publication

type ordering.

� Exportable as embeddable

HTML or XML.
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Publications List

� Dynamically generated when

page is visited.
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Item in PR

� The item
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Item in ERA

� The item in ERA.
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Still to do

� Duplicate merging and resolution.

� Duplicate avoidance.

� More user friendly item mapping.

� Lists for submission to REF - same functionality as 

that required for pubs lists.
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Conclusion

� Generally successful.

� Issues with performance specifically related to 

having a large number of collections and 

associated groups.

� Underestimated the learning curve for XMLUI 

development. 
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Thank you!

� Any questions?


